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Harrison, and John Morley; on the other the present Bishop of Durham,1 whose position in deprecation of War appears to me as advanced as is consistent with conservative recognition of Christian authorities.
This feeling, that War is irreconcilable with Christianity, if it becomes conviction, rejects implicitly the proposition that War is remedial; for, so far as this proposition is true, viz., that War is a remedy for greater evils, especially moral evils, War is justified. War, in short, is justified as an element of human progress, necessitated by a condition of mankind obviously far removed from Christian perfection, and, because of this imperfection, susceptible of remedy.
This, in brief, is my proposition. It does not commit me to the position that War is in all circumstances justified as a means of redressing wrong, nor to the defense of wars of any particular character. Dynastic wars, wars of conquest, wars clearly unrighteous, with these I have nothing to do. I affirm merely the general proposition: that in the present imperfect and frequently wicked state of mankind, evil easily may, and often
1 The late Bishop Westcott, who has died since this paper was read*